Visit Chambers
Reserve NOW

g is finally
here!
s been a long.
and one of th
est for many
5. This means
e should hawvt
of the native
and flowers
blooming that we
have not seen for
several years. a recent survey of Cham-
. bers reserve re-

L0 a0 lieved that we have

e B 4 several rare and
| " # venerable species
X of native orchards.
Spring and sum-
" S mer are the best
times to look for
these and many other native plants.
_ Plants are not the only things you may
ee during a stra'
through Cham-
bers Reserve y
Omay also see th
elusive Lyrebird
in the Northern
#€nd of the re-
serve . The are
fantastic mimics and male can copy up
to a dozen different type of bird calls and
noises this is usually at the beginning of
the day during breeding season.
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This newsletter
It has been 2 years since our
last newsletter, so this is a great
opportunity to reflect on some of
the great results the community
has achieved over the last sev-
eral years within the valley.
There has been dozens of kilo-
metres of fences erected, many
tens of thousand native trees
and shrubs planted and count-
less thousands of weeds de-
stroyed. All of this has been
achieved with good humour and
community sprit which is rare
these days .Most of this newslet-
ter is to illustrate the results of
labour and encourage others to
participate.

OPERATION
PLATYPUS

One of the great dreams of
the Landcare group was tht
one day the Platypus woul
be released back into the
Toomuc Creek. This has
come one step closer with the
owners of Seven Oaks
agreeing to fence off a hugg
section of the creek to stop

cattle accessing the creek. The
dream was also shared with
members of Beaconsfield School
and several students are going to
spend some of their school holi-
days planting trees along the
creek , which we think is a great
effort. Hopefully within a few
years we should be able to show
that the creek is healthy environ-
ment for these amazing animals.
So if you see a group of kids
along the creek in the next few
days as you drive along Toomuc
Valley Rd give them a toot to
show your support, and again an-
other big thanks to the Robinson
family for making this dream a
reality.



What bird is that Frog Census.

Melbourne water are
currently trying to con-
duct another frog census
for Autumn. This time
they have decided to tar-

get 2 species in particular
. . one of which has been
H alr Tu bl N g . Wknown to frequent these
areas. Melbourne water
has provided a frog kit to
Last year we held a workshop 3 the landcare group. This

) the hall at Leppitt Rd which was :
Fantail Cuckoo called WILDLIFE DETECTIVES | Was @ series of forms and

One of the great thing L | it was a joint venture with Toom j t2pes to record frog
about different bird specie Landcare and the Cardinia Envi§l croaks at night. If you
ronmental Coalition . It was to ll would like to know more

is that you only tend to Se show different methods of detecll or would like to see the
some of them at certain ing what wildlife is in the area. T results of the current sur-

; A day started with a slide show o

times of the year, and they various photos of animals detect vey please contact Mel-

are changing. Then Flame Very fascinating. We then had 4§ on .melbournewater.com.

Robin only appears at the workshop to make HAIR TUBE au/frogs,

.. . which is where PVC pipes are c
beginning of winter and th¢ into short lengths and baits are Project 100
Fantail Cuckoo only tends placed in these tubes by putting :
doubled sided tape on the end @§ TOOmMuc Landcare is

to be S_een and heard V\,/itlh the tubes animals that come in f tlv doi
the arrival of spring. This the baits leave hair on the doubl | SUITEMNtY GOING &
bird is a parasite as it use sided tape which can later be ang jOlnt venture prOJECt
: " . sised to tell what type of anima - -
other birds to rear it's s was there. After the assembly ¢ with Beaconhills
young. The cuckoo will lay F 7 7 i _ several kits we moved to the Wil SChool where we are

it's own egg in an unat- A $55F, : terhouses’ property on Pakenha havina a campaian
tended nest when the o P Emerald Rd. here we spread out } 9 ) paig
T e place the tubes all around the pr@§ t0 build a distrubute
young hatch the cuckoo B 4 T ' erty, baited and ready for actionll 1 90 nestboxes withirl®
chick will push the other A Meryl and Keith put on a magnifi |

young or eggs out, so it gdt cent meal and explained how ol the Tommuc Valley.

Rt 3 - the years the turned their prope -
all the food and guarantegs g : . from a relatively barren propert Itis hop_ed these
it's survival. This makes : . . into Mecca for all types of wildiifdl  boxes will be con-
-l that it is today. The whole da _
the cuckoo very un populg was not only informative but il Structed by the stu
with other bird species an _- enjoyed by all those who attenddl dents later this year.

IS often attacked by other _ and several weeks later it was d
birds Y F covered that nearly half the tube The boxes should
Eor more information on this and had hair samples. suit Rosella Galahs
other birds in the area you can obT’ and Possums.
Birds of Cardinia from the Cardini
council

Free of charge.




